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The Real Issue Ijnored

The Board of Education met last|
night to take decisive action in the!
Swartzell-Eastern High School - con-
troversy Instead of taking - such
action it merely corrected an incon-|
sistency in its own course and ad-
journed. The largs question of Mr.
Swartzell’s fitness for the post he now

occupies was not only not handled |
firmly, but was altogether ignored. |

The inconsistency corrected was!
this:
The board directed its committee

on high schools to investigate the re- |
cent disorder of the cadet company |
of the Eastern High School. That |
commiitee submitted a repert on that?
disorder—and cn no other subject— |
sustaining in all its aspects the t.)urs,ci
adopted by Mr. Thefe.xpun{
the board approved 'he report andf
on nc stated ground ordered Mr. | i
Swartzell’s transfer from the Eabtcru!
High School to some other assizn-|
ment of equal rank. As no such post[
could be found the transfer was not
made. And now the board rescinds!
the order for the transfer and by di- |
recting that Mr. Swartzell remain at |
the Eastern High School conferms its !
course with its approval of a report |
favorable to Mr. Swartzell. i

Manifestly there is in this action noi
certification to the public that the
beard has disposed of the broad
pression that Mr. Swartzell is unfit-|
ted for the post of principal. ' 52 un
derstanding is that the board has as- |
sured Mr. Swartzell that this large!
question could not come before it e\-‘
cept in the form of definite charges.
As no such charges have been made !
the board—from last night’s showing, |
at least—seems to feel itself justified
in taking no further action. ‘

Formal charges, as the board mu-;
strues that phrase, must come from |
eitizens not members of the board. In|
other words, unless some outsider un-|
dertakes to preve the contrary thci
board will regard Mr. Swartzeil’s,
claim on the office of principal as clear-|
1y established.

im.

Yet there is no oui-

for the welfare of our public bLhU()AS
as the members of the Board of hduga-‘
tion. They have assumed the UL.Aga-'

tion of maintaining those schools ox"ulterlu‘ motives

the advantage of the whole u)mmun-w
ity; and, whether formal charges be |

in existence or not, they rest under
the continuous obligation of main-

taining capable officials, and (-apablug
officials only, in charge of the schools. |

It is by no means established that
Mr. Swartzell is

not capable. But
there is abundant ground to sa v that
a reasonable doubt has arisen as to|

his executive capacity and that doubt |
has been voiced by interests which |
the Board of Education is bound to
recognize,

This doubt may not warrant
the removal of Mr. Swartzell '
his post. It is ardently to be hoped |
it will not, But unquestionably
it requires n investigation—ar
vestigation that ought to be more
sought by Mr, Swartzell than by any-
one else, !

The news account of this contro- |
versy in other columns discloses the
remarkable fact that Mr. Swartzell |
has all along been fully appreciative
of his personal interet
vestigation, and h‘;’.s

from |

in- |

in such an in-

twice asked in!

writing for precise this kind of an
inquiry. This disclosure makes the!
action of the bosrd inscrutable in-
deed.

Last night's course was evidently
adopted by the board in the hope that
the controversy down.
The deve:opmf‘m;i of this morning
ready prove that the hope was un-
founded. Every interest would have
been beiter served had the board met
the real 1ssuu without flinching.
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But these are the dreams o a heat-

ed imagination; they do not rcr)mdu‘:ej
the realities uf Arctic exploration, and '’
it is not for such experiences as these ;
that the Peary party sailed Sunday |
for the far North. They will have|
many wonderful and delightful ex-|
perienc but their journey is lhei

most hazardous that can be imagined |
and they knowingly accept hardships |
that might make the heart |
quail. i
Next winter when we are L-umfort—v
ably housed and when a temperature |
will be as uncomfortable k.si
ninety-nine degrees in the shade is|
now the Peary party will be getting
along as best they may with the ther- |
tween twenty and sixty.
s below zero. In the spring,|
¢ the bluets and the viclets are |
beginning to come up here, the real
work of the party will begin and the|
hazardous rush toward the pole will
be made in the teeth of blizzards that
daunt even the Greenlanders. i
And what is all this for? To find a|
mathematical point on the surface cf
to locate, if possible, the |
narth pole of the earth; to inerease!
human knowledge; to de-

stoutest

our humanity; to accomplish first
what has so far defied human en-|
deavor; to gain for our country the

distinction and the prestige of the ef-
fort.

America is not as sordid or as un-
imaginative as its crities like to paint
her. "In Arctic exploration, in scien-
tific discovery, in philanthropic work,
the United States is well to the front.
‘We love money because it makes pos-
sible g0 many fine things, and those

for those who have the knowledge and
the grit to make the effort.

Norway and Recognition.

Norway is about to ask the Unite
States to.recognize it as a separate?
and independent member of the fam-|
ily of nations. This will be done be-E
fore appeal is made to the ut‘lerf

|
!

There is an implied compliment in |

this action by Norway which the peo-|,

|
i
ple of this country will apm‘ecm.te,f

jand there are reasons for the selec—4 m il

tion of the United States as the first |
bpower to which appea! 4 to be made‘

dissociated from European politics as |t

far as possible;
terest

we can have no in-|
in the autonomy of Norway |
| other than a commercial one; any
of our people are of Norse descent;

our theory of government favors in-|

dependence and autonomy; and recog- |

alone because of our prestige, bu
perhaps, primarily,
European powers of the s suspicion of
in their acceptance
of Norway as a separate and inde-|
pendent nation.
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casual observer it would seem to in-‘
vite aggresgicn from the more preda-
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our duties are reasonably plain.
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WORLD’S YOUNGEST RULER

SLNATOR DEPEW

|is

Scandinavian Troubles
Reflected in America

Minnesota, Two Dakotas, iowa, and Wiscon-

| sin Torn by Conflict-—Democrats

Hope to Profit.

Ce ng in Norway and Sweden are | that Sweden is right in the controversy,
cAected in most interesting pclitical i The Senator and the governor are both
AT b & i dodging their ,)urlo:h- countrymen, who
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Democrats been le to operate ! just how ti x !.th lepub-
successfully in politics is the appeal to | licans W““’Jd_‘ being split
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pride i The Democ : have 0'\([".(}\5!:3 to
) | g wd  nothii exce G
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ved. !
Senator and Governor lnvolve _ jJohneor, to lose. If they could win
Thus, Senator Knute Nelson s a Nor- l oper cither national clement they would
wegian Republican; Governor Johnsowu | praobably be able to carry the State,
i

a Swede and & Demacrat. The Nor- ) for despite some !"‘m" they would make

| . S A 5 at : an immense pet ga
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s Senator Nelson shall head a d i rcports that the international issue is
{of their e to present to the Presi-| being carried into the details of 7
dent Norway's claims for recognition as ' :1"“11;'5, whﬁn{ r‘ti::

Ton 3 - 2 299, : 2(1€es, leretofors
an independent state. The Swedes are | Swedes

. . A i guished from one unothvr are dividing
just as persistent in their demand that | into nostile camps aml U‘ying to figure

Governor Johrson shall take the iead! out where they must go to get the best
in an effort to convince the President’ resules,
such conditions should exist in Wash-

ington. I do, though, desire that the
publie health of the District of Columbia
be brought np and kept at the highest
standard@ possible, ana with that end
in view unhcsuaungl\' approve of erent-
ing and enforcing the most stringent
building laws possible for the city,

“The conditions under which buildings
are constructed in 8t. Louis should serve
| to satisfactorily solve the question here,
In St. Louis, if T remember right, thera
is a certain portion, probably 28 per cent
of each building lot, reserved for breath-
ing space, and I fail to see why the sams
regvlations enforced there could not be
enforced here without working any hard-
ship upon the property owsers.

In amending the building laws I would
advocate that office buildings and busi-
:a houses as well as apartment and
ement houses be included in the pro-
posed amendments. I am a firm be-
liever in a wholesome supply of sunlight,
air ard ventilation as can be readily

AMEND BUILGING LAW;
ENHANGE GITY'S HEALTH

General Demand on Part of Business!
and Professional Men for Light
and Air.

“If the health and general welfare of
the people of this ecity aré worthy of
consideration, then an tmmediate
amendmsant o the preaent code ut build-
ing laws is imperative,
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